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BIBLE TIMES MEASUREMENTS 

  
During Bible times, most measurements were estimates. We think during 

David's reign he had a standard by which all other weights were determined, but 
not every king did this. To confuse things further, today's  
equivalents are ever changing as inflation does. The wide variations will account 
for the fact that common Bible center-reference on scriptures that involve 
measurements have different amounts depending on when the Bible was 
published and by whom. 

  

Money 

  
Money was valued by weight and metal used. A talent of gold was the 

same size as a talent of silver, but they had different weights and therefore 
different values. Talents were more like gold bullion. A talent of gold weighed 
about 150 pounds. A talent of silver weighed about 75 pounds.  

  
My determination of today's values to their money was based on the 

average price of gold and silver on the stock market in 2015. If you have older 
books giving values of Bible coins, it will probably give you lower values, not 
having accounted for inflation and deflation. Silver seemed to be the standard, 
much as silver is the standard in United States money - silver dollar, half 
dollar, quarter and dime. I do not believe gold was mentioned in the Bible outside 
of being bullion (talents) much like the gold in the United States is handled (we 
do not have gold coins).  

  
Since the listing below is based on the use of silver in coins, let me first 

give you the value of one talent of gold with an average of $1200 per ounce: 
$840,000. One pound of gold is valued at $19,200 in 2015. 

 
These problems are based on United States currency. Whereas US money has a 
base of 100 (100 cents to a dollar), Bible times money had a base of 60, but not 
followed as closely.  The following are the normal silver-based money values with 
silver valuing at $18 per ounce in 2015 ($288 per pound). 

  

 
SILVER-BASED 
MONEY NAME 

GRAINS WEIGHT SUGGESTED 
VALUE 

    



Talent 525,000 75 US lbs $21,600 

Shekel 175 .4 US oz. $7.00 

Pence n/a  $2.00 

Penny n/a  $1.50 

Gera 9  $  .36 

Farthing 4  $  .16 

Mite 2  $  .08 

 
  

Capacity 

  
A few comments on the listing below. The hin was a pot about l gallon in 

size, depending on who made it. The word ephah comes from a word meaning 
basket, and was about 6 gallons and about the most one person could carry in a 
basket. The word homer is literally translated donkey, and represented 6-1/2 to 
10 bushels (much debate on its size still today), which was about how much a 
donkey could carry, obviously depending on the size of the donkey. Another word 
subject to debate is bath which is translated daughter. Some commentaries claim 
this was because the daughters carried the water, but one might wonder if it was 
because the daughters liked taking baths; it represents 6 gallons. Below are the 
Hebrew and U.S. liquid and dry equivalents: 

  

HEBREW US LIQUID US DRY 

      

Cor/Homer 60 gallons 10 bushels 

Firkin 31 gallons 5 bushels 

Bath/Ephah 6 gallons 1 bushel 

Seah 2 gallons .40 bushel 

Hin 1 gallon .20 bushel 

Omer/Deal .5 gallons .10 bushel 

  
  

Length 

  
You were lucky during Bible times if you were a large person and 

purchasing something by length. Length measurements were based on the hand 
standard. Isn't strange that the Americans followed the foot standard? We 
originally marked things off with the pace, or long stride. People in Bible times 
originally marked things off with the cubit, or distance from tip of fingers to elbow. 
In order to avoid confusion, we today have decided that the average cubit was 
probably 18 inches. We today have a land mile and a longer nautical mile. They 
then had a regular cubit and a long cubit which you will see in Ezekiel. Here are 
the com3mon length measurements: 



  

HEBREW SIZE EQUIVALENT 

      

Cubit 2 spans 18 inches 

Span 3 palms 9 inches 

Palm 4 fingers 3 inches 

Finger   .75 inch 

  
  



OLD TESTAMENT 

Law and History 
  

Genesis 
  
1. _____ In Genesis 1, God created these categories of things: 
   
Day 1: heaven, earth, day, night 
Day 2: sky 
Day 3: dry land, seas, grass, vegetables, trees 
Day 4: sun, moon, stars 
Day 5: fish and birds 
Day 6: animals and man 
  
How many categories of things did God create in all? 
   
2. _____ Adam was 130 years old when Seth was born. 
  
 Seth was 105 years old when Enos was born. 
 Enos was 90 years old when Cainan was born. 
 Cainan was 70 years old when Mahalaleel was born. 
 Mahalaleel was 65 years old when Jared was born. 
 Jared was 162 years old when Enoch was born. 
 Enoch was 65 years old when Methusalah was born. 
 Methusalah was 187 years old when Lamech (father of Noah) was born. 
  
Adam was how many years old when Lamech, father of Noah, was 

born? 
  
 3. _____ Adam died when he was 930 years old. How old was Lamech 

when Adam died? (Hint: Subtract the age of Adam at death from his age when 
Lamech was born.) 

   
4. _____ Methusalah was 187 years old when Lamech was born 

(Genesis 5:25) 
Lamech was 182 years old when Noah was born (Genesis 5:28). 
 Noah was 600 years old when the flood came (Genesis 7:11) 
Remember, Methusalah lived 969 years in all (Genesis 5:27). 
   
How many years before the flood did Methusalah die? 
  
 5. _____ Noah’s ark was 300 cubits long and 50 cubits wide, with three 

decks. A cubit is 18 inches.  How many feet long and wide was the ark? 
  
6. _____ Noah was 600 years, 2 months, and 17 days old when the flood 

started (Genesis 7:11). He was 601 years, 2 months, and 27 days old when he 



and his family left the ark (Gen. 8:13, 14). How long was the family of Noah in the 
ark? 

  
7. _____ Shem, Noah’s oldest son, was 100 years old two years after 

the flood (Genesis 11:10). Noah began to build the ark when he was 500 years 
old (Genesis 5:32; 6:9), and he was 601 years old at the end of the flood. How 
many years after Noah began building the ark was Shem born? 

  
8. _____ Shem was 100 years old when Arphaxad was born. 
  
 Arphaxad was 35 years old when Selah was born. 
 Selah was 30 years old when Eber was born. 
 Eber was 34 years old when Peleg was born. 
 Peleg was 30 years old when Reu was born. 
 Reu was 32 years old when Serug was born. 
 Serug was 30 years old when Nahor was born. 
 Nahor was 29 years old when Terah was born. 
 Terah was 130 years old when Abraham was born. (Genesis 11:10, 26; 

12:4) 
   
How old was Shem when Abraham was born? 
  
9. _____ Noah was 502 years old when Shem was born, and died at age 

950.  Abraham was born how many years after Noah died? 
  
10. _____ Shem lived to be 600 years old (Genesis 11:12). How old was 

Abraham when Shem died? 
   
11. _____ Abraham was 86 when Ishmael, his first son, was born (Gen. 

16:16). Abraham was 100 when Isaac, h is second son, was born (Gen. 21:5). 
How old was Ishmael when Isaac was born? 

   
12. _____ Sarah was 127 years old when she died (Gen. 23:1). She was 

90 when Isaac was born (Gen. 17:17). How old was Isaac when Sarah died? 
   
13. _____ Joseph, Abraham’s grandson, was sold as a slave into Egypt 

when he was 17 years old (Gen. 37:2), and became the prime minister of Egypt 
at age 30 (Genesis 41:46). How many years did it take Joseph to work his way 
up? 

   
14. _____ Isaac was 60 when Jacob was born (Genesis 25:26) and died 

at age 180 when Jacob was 120 (Genesis 35:28). Jacob moved his family to be 
with Joseph in Egypt when he was 130 years old (Genesis 47:28). How long after 
the death of Isaac did the Israelites enter Egypt? 

  

Exodus 
  



15. _____ Since Moses was 80 and his brother, Aaron, was 83 when 
they led the Israelites out of Egypt (Exodus 7:7), how old was Aaron when Moses 
was born? 

  
16. _____ The plagues on the Egyptians were: Water turned to blood, 

frogs, flies, diseased herds, boils, hail mixed with fire (lightening?), locusts, 
darkness, death of firstborn of unbelievers (Exodus 7:12). How many plagues 
were there in all? 

  
17. _____ 600,000 Israelite men escaped from Egypt (Exodus 12:37). 

Assuming each had a wife and at least three children, about how many Israelites 
probably escaped in all? 

  
 18. _____ How many more Israelites left Egypt than the 70 who 

originally went in (Genesis 46:37)? 
   
19. _____ When it rained manna (grain) in the wilderness for the 

Israelites to eat, they were allowed to gather one omer per person per day 
(Exodus 16:16). An omer is 12 cups. How many cups of manna were gathered 
per week for one person? 

   
20. _____ _____ The Ark [chest] of the Covenant placed in the 

Tabernacle was 1 and cubits long, and 1 and ½ cubits wide (Exodus 25:10). A 
cubit being 18 inches, how many feet long and wide was it? 

  
 21. _____   _____ The Tabernacle grounds were set off by 10 linen 

curtain walls, each one 28 cubits long and 4 cubits high (Exodus 26:1, 2). How 
many feet high was that?  How many feet around was it total? 

  
 22. _____ _____ The Tabernacle was protected by 11 curtains of goat’s 

hair, each one 30 cubits long and 4 cubits high (Exodus 26:8).  How many feet 
high was the protective curtain? How many feet around was it? 

  
23. _____   _____The building within the Tabernacle grounds was made 

of boards each 10 cubits long and 1 cubit wide. There were 20 boards on the 
south side, 20 boards on the north side, 6 boards on the east side, and 2 boards 
for each corner (Exodus 26:15 thru 23). Assuming the boards stood upright, how 
many feet long and wide was the Tabernacle building? 

  
 24. _____  _____ The altar placed in the Tabernacle courtyard for burnt 

sacrifices was 5 cubits long, 5 cubits wide, and 3 cubits high (Exodus 27:1). How 
many feet long, wide, and high was it? 

   
25. _____  _____ The courtyard around the Tabernacle building was 

enclosed by curtain walls on the south and north sides 100 cubits long; and on 
the west and east sides 50 cubits long (Exodus 27:9 thru 13). How many feet 
long and wide was the courtyard? 

  



26. _____ _____ The altar for incense was one cubit long, one cubit 
wide, and 2 cubits high (Exodus 30:2). How many feet long, wide, and high was 
this altar? 

  
  

Leviticus 
  
 27. _____ For certain sin offerings, people were asked to offer a lamb 

sacrifice. If they could not afford a lamb, they could bring 2 turtle doves or 
pigeons. If they could not afford that, they could offer 1/10 ephah of flour, which 
is about 2 quarters (Leviticus 5:7, 11). If there are 4 cups in a quart, how many 
cups of flour would the cheapest sacrifice be? 

   
28. _____ If someone delivered something to their neighbor but 

accidentally did not deliver it all (no thought of theft), he was required to deliver 
the rest of it plus 1/5 more (Leviticus 6:5). If that person should have delivered 10 
cubits of lumber, but left some out accidentally, after getting the rest delivered, 
this person would have to add how many more cubits of lumber to make up for 
the mistake? 

  
29. _____ If someone offered a sacrifice to seal a vow, the meat had to 

be eaten (yes, they didn’t burn it to a crisp) that day and the next. If any was left 
over the third day, it had to be thrown out (Leviticus 7:15 thru 17). If they ate 
three meals a day, how many meals could they make out of the sacrifice? 

  
  30. _____ If a woman had a boy baby, she was considered 

ceremonially unclean for 7 days, the baby had to be circumcised the 8th day, 
then she continued her purification 33 more days (Leviticus 12:2 thru 4). How 
many days was she purified in all? 

  
31. _____ If a woman had a girl baby, she was considered ceremonially 

unclean 2 week plus 66 days (Leviticus 12:5). How many days was she purified 
for a girl? 

  
  
32. _____ Priests, the health officers of the Israelites, checked people for 

leprosy. If anyone had a sore and the hair around it turned white, they were to 
segregate themselves 7 days. If, after that time, the sore had spread, the priest 
declared they had leprosy (Leviticus 12:2 thru 8). How many hours did it take 
leprosy to spread noticeably at 24 hours in a day? 

   
33. _____ Later, if the priest saw this person and the sore was gone, this 

person could segregate himself in a tent 7 days, then offer a sacrifice to God, 
wash his clothes, shave all hair from his body. How many hours would it take to 
be pronounced clean by the priest? 

  
34. _____ The Day of Atonement when the sins of the Jews were placed 

on the scapegoat and sent out into the wilderness came on the 10th day of the 



7th month (Leviticus 16:30). The Hebrew new year is about mid March. When 
would the Day of Atonement occur? 

  
35. _____ When the Hebrews finally entered the promised land, they 

were to plant trees but not eat the fruit for 3 years. The 4th year they were to be 
given to the Lord (priests). The 5th year anyone could eat the fruit (Leviticus 
19:23 thru 25). How many months was the common person unable to eat the fruit 
after the tree was planted? 

  
36. _____ The Day of Passover was the 14th day of the first month 

(about the time Easter is celebrated). On the 15th day of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread began, and it lasted 7 days. If the Passover began on April 1, 
when would the Feast of Unleavened Bread end? 

  
37. _____ The Day of Pentecost was determined by counting from the 

Day of Passover ahead 7 sabbaths plus one day (Leviticus 23:15, 16). How 
many days would this be? 

  
38. _____ The Feast of Tabernacles was to be held starting the 15th day 

of the 7th month (Leviticus 23:34), which would be what date in our calendar? 
  
39. _____ Bread offered to the Lord daily in the Tabernacle was to 

include 12 cakes, each containing 1/5 of a deal (Leviticus 24:5, 6). A deal is 
about 2 quarts. How many cups of flour would be in each cake? 

  
 40. _____ The Hebrews were to plant their fields 6 years and let them 

go unplanted each 7th year for a Sabbath rest (Leviticus 25:4). How many 
months could they plant per period? 

  
41. _____ The Hebrews could purchase land from each other only for 49 

years; in the 50th year, all land had to go back to the original owners. Therefore, 
land prices were determined by how close they were to this Year of Jubilee 
(Leviticus 25:8ff). If land was worth $100,000 in the 1st year, would could it be 
sold for the 35th year? 

  
42. _____ In order to have food to eat every 7th year, God said he?d 

bless them with overabundant crops the 6th year. This would get them through 
the 6th year (last year of planting), seventh year (year of rest) and eighth year 
(year of newly planted fields) (Leviticus 25:20 thru 23). If your field yielded 1,000 
bushels of grain average per year, how many bushels would it yield the 6th year? 

  
43. _____ If people made a vow, the priest was to estimate their age and 

charge them thusly (Leviticus 27:2 thru7): 
   
AGE MEN WOMEN 
  
over 60 15 shekels 20 shekels 
21 to 60 50 shekels 30 shekels 
5 to 20 20 shekels 20 shekels 
birth to 4  5 shekels  3 shekels 



   
If a family of mother and father around age 35, and children around 12 

and 4 made a vow, how many shekels would they owe the priest total? 
  

 


